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1. Name & : Prof. SRIPADA SUBRAHMANYAM
Address : Director
Andhra Pradesh Government Oriental
Manuscripts Library and Research Institute
Behind O.U. Police Station, O.U.Campus,
Hyderabad-500007
Cell : 09848794939, Phone : 040-27097709

2. Qualifications: Vidyapraveena, M.A., Ph.D.

3. Studied . Studied Nyaya, Wakarana and Vedanta Sastras
traditionally under Guru Brahma
Sri Goda Subrahmanya Sastry Garu, Kanchipuram.

4. Awards : 1) Best Teacher award by Govt. of A.P.
2) Advaita Siddhi Ratnakara
3) Sastracharya.
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Shiksha and Kalpa

- A Brief Introduction
- Ed.
1. Shiksha

Shiksha is one of the six Vedangas, treating the traditional Hindu
science of phonetics and phonology of Sanskrit. Its aim is the
teaching of the correct pronunciation of the Vedic hymns and
mantras. The oldest phonetic textbooks are the Pratishakyas
(pratisakhya, a vrddhi abstract from Sanskrit prati-sakha), describing
pronunciation, intonation of Sanskrit, as well as the Sanskrit rules
of sandhi (word combination), specific to individual schools or
Shakhas of the Vedas.

Pratishakhyas

The Pratishakhyas, which evolved from the more ancient Vedic Texts
padapathas, deal with the manner in which the Vedas are to be
enunciated. There are separate Pratishakhyas for each Veda. They
are a complement to the books called Shiksha written by various
authorities.

Five Pratishakhyas are preserved:

a. Rigveda-Pratishakya (Shakala shakha), attributed to
Shaunaka

b.  Shukla Yajurveda-Pratishakhya
c.  Taittiriya (Black Yajurveda) Pratishakhya

d.  Atharvaveda-Pratishakhya (Shaunakiya shakha)
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e.  Shaunakiya Chaturaadhyaayika (Shaunakiya shakha)

The Shiksha Texts and the Pratishakhyas led to a great clarity in
understanding the surface structure of language. For clarity of
pronunciation, they propose breaking up the large Vedic compounds
into stems, prefixes, and suffixes. Certain styles of recitation (patha)
such as the jatapatha involved switching syllables, repeating the last
word of a line at the beginning of the next, and other permutations.
In the process, a considerable amount of morphology is discussed,
particularly regarding the combination of sequential sounds, which
leads to the modalities of sandhi.

Other Shiksha texts

In addition, several Shiksha texts exist, most of them in metrical
verse form but a few in sutra form. Some of these surviving texts
are:

1. Amoghanandini Shiksha

2. Apisali Shiksha (in sutra form)

3. Aranya Shiksha

4. Atreya Shiksha

5. Avasananirnyaya Shiksha

6. Bharadvaja Shiksha

7. Chandra Shiksha of Chandragomin (sutra form)
8. Charayaniya Shiksha

9. Galadrka Shiksha

10. Kalanirnya Shiksha
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11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

22.

23.

24,

25.

26.

27.

28.

29.

30.

Katyayani Shiksha

Shiksha

Kaundinya Shiksha

Keshavi Shiksha

Kramakarika Shiksha
Kramasandhaana Shiksha
Laghumoghanandini Shiksha
Lakshmikanta Shiksha

Lomashi Shiksha

Madhyandina Shiksha
Mandavya Shiksha
Mallasharmakrta Shiksha
Manasvaara Shiksha

Manduki Shiksha

Naradiya Shiksha

Paniniya Shiksha (versified)
Paniniya Shiksha (in sutra form)
Paniniya Shiksha (with accents)
Parashari Shiksha

Padyaatmika Keshavi Shiksha
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31.

32.

33.

34.

35.

36.

37.

38.

39.

40.

41.

42.

43.

44,

45

46

47

Pari Shiksha
Pratishakhyapradipa Shiksha
Sarvasammata Shiksha
Shaishiriya Shiksha
Shamaana Shiksha
Shambhu Shiksha
Shodashashloki Shiksha
Shikshasamgraha
Siddhanta Shiksha
Svaraankusha Shiksha
Svarashtaka Shiksha
Svaravyanjana Shiksha
Vasishtha Shiksha
Varnaratnapradipa Shiksha
. Waali Shiksha

. Wasa Shiksha

. Yajnavalkya Shiksha

Although many of these Shiksha texts an attached to specific Vedic
schools, others are late texts.
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Each vowel can be classified into three types based on the time of
pronunciation (morae). The unit of time is matra (approx. 0.4 second).
They are,

1. Hrasva : Short vowel, Eka-matra
2. Dirgha : Long vowel, Dvi-matra
3. Pluta: Prolonged vowel, Tri-matra (pluti)

Each vowel can be classified into two types based on the manner of
pronunciation. They are

1. Mukha : Oral
2. Nasika: Nasal (all vowels are considered phonemically oral)

Each vowel can be classified into three types based on accent of
articulation. This was lost in Classical Sanskrit, but used in reciting
Vedic & Upanishadic hymns and mantras

1. Udatta : high pitch
2. Anudatta : low pitch
3. Svarita : falling pitch

[Reference: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Shiksha]

2. Kalpa

Kalpa is one of the six disciplines of Vedanga, treating ritual. The
Kalpa-sutras, or rules of ceremonial, are of two kinds:

1. the Srauta-sutras, which are based on the shruti, and teach

the performance of the great sacrifices, requiring three or
five sacrificial fires; and
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2. the Smarta-sutras, or rules based on the smrti or tradition.

The latter class again includes two kinds of treatises:

a. the Grhyasutras, or domestic rules, treating the rites
of passage, such as marriage, birth, namegiving, etc.,
connected with simple offerings into the domestic fire;
and

b. the Dharmasutras, which treat customs and social
duties, and have formed the chief sources of the later
law-books.

Further, the Srauta-sutras of the Yajurveda have usually include a
set of so-called Shulva-sutras, i.e. rules of the cord, which treat of
the measurement by means of cords, and the construction, of different
kinds of altars required for sacrifices. These treatises are of special
interest as supplying important information regarding the earliest
geometrical operations in India. Along with the Sutras may be classed
a large number of supplementary treatises, usually called Parisista,
on various subjects connected with the sacred texts and Vedic religion
generally.

Srauta Sutras

The Srautasutras (srautasutra) form a part of the corpus of Sanskrit
Sutra literature. Their topic is the instructions relating to the use of
the shruti corpus in ritual (‘kalpa’) and the correct performance of
rituals as such. Some early Shrautasutras were composed in the late
Brahmana period (such as the Baudhyanana and Vadhula Sutras),
but the bulk of the Shrautasutras are roughly contemporary to the
Grhya corpus of domestic Sutras, their language being late Vedic
Sanskrit, dating to the middle of the first millennium BCE, generally
predating Panini).
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Veda

Srautasitra

Rigveda Asvalayana Srautasutra
Sankhayana Srautasutra
Sémaveda Latyayana Srautasdtra

Drahyayana Srautasitra
Jaiminiya Srautas(tra

Krishna Yajurveda

Baudhayana Srautasitra
Véadhala Srautas(tra
Maénava Srautasitra
Bharadvaja Srautas(tra
Apastamba Srautas(tra
HiraEyakecei Srautas(tra
Véraha Srautasdtra
Vaikhénasa Srautas(tra

Sukla Yajurveda

Kétyayana Srautasitra

Atharvaveda

Vaitana Srautas(tra

Grhya Sutras

The Grhya Sutras “domestic sutras” are a category of Sanskrit texts
prescribing Vedic ritual, mainly relating to rites of passage. Their
language is late Vedic Sanskrit, and they date to around roughly 500
BCE, contemporary with the Shrautasutras. They are named after

Vedic shakhas.
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Veda Grhyasatra

Rigveda Asvalayana-Grhyas(tra
Kausitaki-Grhyas(tra
Skhayana-Grhyas(tra

Samaveda Gobhila-Grhyasatra

Khadira-Grhyasdtra (Drahyayana-Grhyasatra)
Jaiminiya-Grhyasatra

Kauthuma-Grhyasatra

Krisna Yajurveda| Baudhayana-Grhyasatra
HirayakeUi-Grhyas(tra(Satyasadha-Grhyasitra)
Manava-Grhyasdtra
Bhéradvaja-Grhyasatra
Apastamba-Grhyas(tra
Agniveeya-Grhyas(tra
Vaikhanasa-Grhyasatra
Kéathaka-Grhyasdtra (Laugaksi-Grhyasdtra)
Véaraha-Grhyasatra

Véadhala-Grhyasitra

Kapisthala-Katha Grhyasatra (unpublished)

Sukla Yajurveda | Paraskara-Grhyas(tra
Katyayana-Grhyasutra

Atharvaveda Kauceika Grhyas(tra

Dharma Sutras

The Dharma sutras are Sanskrit texts dealing with custom, rituals
and law. They include the four surviving written works of the ancient
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Indian tradition on the subject of dharma, or the rules of behavior
recognized by a community. Unlike the later Dharmashastra, the
dharmasutras are composed in prose. The oldest Dharmasutra is
generally believed to have been that of Apastamba, followed by the
dharmasutras of Gautama, Baudhayana, and an early version of
Vasishtha. It is difficult to determine exact dates for these texts, but
the dates between 500-300 BCE have been suggested for the oldest
Dharmasutras. Later Dharmasutras include those of Kasyapa,
Brhaspati, and Ushanas.

Veda Dharmas(tra
Rigveda Vasishtha Dharmasitra
Samaveda Gautama Dharmasitra
Krisna Yajurveda Baudhéyana Dharmasdtra

Apastamba Dharmasitra

Sukla Yajurveda Vishnu Dharmasdtra

Shulba Sutras

The Sulbasutra that deal with laying out the offering ground and
altar geometry are part of the Shrauta Sutras.

Veda Sulbas(tra

Krisna Yajurveda Baudhayana Sulbasitra
Manava Sulbas(tra
Apastamba Sulbasdtra

Sukla Yajurveda Kéatyayana Sulbasdtra

[Reference: en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kalpa_(Vedanga)]
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Siksha Sangrahah

- Book on Vedanga: Siksha

A book “Siksha Sangraha”, in Sanskrit, contains a collection of 32
systems of siksha. These systems relate to different sakhas of the
four Vedas. The most important among the books relating to siksha
is the famous Paniniya Siksha. Another important book is
Yaajnavalkya Siksha. In Vasishthi Siksha we have a detailed account
of the differences between the mantras of the Rig-Veda and Yajur-
Veda. Both Yaajnavalkya siksha and Vasishthi siksha are related to
the Vajasaneyi Samhita. The other important works are: Katyaayani
siksha, Paaraashari siksha, Maadhyandini Siksha, Keshavi Siksha and
Manduki Siksha. In Naaradiya Siksha, which is related to the Sama-
Veda, there is supposed to be the knowledge of the secret of
different sounds.The development of Siksha as a Vedanga and as a
science demonstrates the profundity and vast scope of research that
was undertaken in respect of pronunciation in ancient India. It is
because of this Vedanga that the system of Vedic recitation has
remained intact right from the ancient times to the present day. A
given sakha is recited in the same way all over the country, and
Vedapaathis of the same sakha, belonging to different parts of India,
pronounce mantras with the same intonation, speed and strength
and force and even the same hand movements. If the Vedanga
system of pronunciation has remained so uniform in the country,
and if the tradition has remained so powerful, it is because of the
degree of perfection that was achieved in respect of Siksha.
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NARADA PURANA

- Ed.
Six “Vedangas’ constitute the means
of knowledge to attain ‘Mukti’

1 In the process of ‘Siksha Nirupana’,
'1 Maharshi Sanandana explained to
Brahmarshi Narada that six
Vedangas constituted the ‘Sadhanas’
or the means to accomplish Mukiti, viz.
Siksha, Kalpa, Vyakarana, Nirukti,
Chhandas and Jyotisha. Maha Shuka
Muni was a glorious example of
‘Anuchan’ or an outstanding expertin
all the Six Vedangas, besides being an
@l epitome of Dharma and an

unparalleled ‘Adhyayi’ or a Master of the Four Vedas of Rig, Yajur,
Sama and Atharva.

Siksha: In relation to Siksha, Sage Sanandana emphasized the
significance of Swara (notations) in the discipline of Sangeeta
(Music). In the Swara Shastra, the Swara of Archika is related to
Rig Veda, ‘Gaandhik’ is to ‘Gaadha’ and ‘Saamik’ is to Sama Veda.
A *Swara’ is according to ‘Ruchas’ (Hymns) and their variations,
while in *Gathas’ or metered rhythmic verses Sama Veda has
“Wavadhaanas’ or pauses. The Yagjna stotras, karanas and Mantras
are required to be pronounced as per Swaras; otherwise they turn
out to be “Viruddha Swaras’. In the entire ‘Vangmaya’ Shastra
(Vocabulary), pronunciation originates from “Vakshasthala’ (chest),
‘Kantha’ (throat) and ‘Mastaka’(head); from the chest emerges the
low level sounds normally resorted to morning singing, from the
Kantha emerge the medium and very broad variety of sounds and
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from Mastaka are emanated high pitch sounds and their variations
of volume. The Sapta Swaras [Sa, Ri, Ga, Ma, Pa, Da, and Ni] are
‘Prathama’ (Shadaja), ‘Dwitiya’ (Rishabha), ‘Tritiya’ (Gandhara),
‘Chaturtha’ (Madhyama), ‘Mandra’ (Panchama), ‘Krushtha’
(Dhaivata) and *Atiswara’ (Nishadha). Shadaja-Sa- stands for ‘Sagar’
(Sea) with peacock as the representative bird, ‘Muladhara’ (the base
of the spine) as the Chakra (body part) and the ruling Deity as
Ganapati. Rishabha Re-means bull representing the bird Skylark,
‘Swadhishtana’or genital as the Chakra and the ruling Deity is Agni.
Gandhara Swara ‘Ga’means Gagan or Sky with goat as the
representative animal, ‘Manipura’ (solar plexus/ naval) as the Chakra
and Rudra is the concerned Deity. Madhyama-Ma-means the Middle,
represented by the bird dove, Anahata (heart) being the relevant body
part and Vishnu as the Ruler concerned. Panchama-Pa-means the
fifth, represented by nightingale and “Vishuddha’ (throat) as the
relevant body part and the Ruling Deity is Sage Narada. The Swara
titled Dhaivata-Dha- means Dharti or Earth, the representative animal
being horse, the relevant Chakra being ‘Aaajna’ or the third eye and
the Ruler being Sada Shiva. The Seventh Swara viz. Nishada-Ni-
meaning Hunter and standing for the animal Elephant, has ‘Sahasrara’
(the crown of the head) as the body part, the Ruler being Surya as
the Deity. Besides the Swaras, Shadaja, Madhyama and Gandhara
are known as three ‘Graamaas’ (gamut or scale in music). Those
who render ‘Saama Gana’ approve twenty graamas in Madhyama
Swara, fourteen in Shadaja and fifteen in Gandhara. Also there are
seven Murchanas (Intonations / Modulations) meant for Devatas viz.
Nandi, Vishaala, Sumukhi, Chitra, Chitravati, Sukha and Bala; and
seven for Pitaras viz. Aapyaayani, Vishwabhruta, Chandra, Hema,
Kapardini, Maitri and Baarhati. For Rishis too there are seven
Murchanas viz. Uttara Mandra in Shadaja Swara, Abhi Rudrata in
Rishabha, and Ashvakranta in Gandhara. Besides, there are other
Murchanas like Souvira in Madhyama Swara, Harshika in Panchama
and Uttarayata in Dhaivata Swara. The seven Murchanas utilised by
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Rishis are also normally used by humans. Normally, there are ten
‘Gunas’ in music viz. Rakta, Purna, Alankrita, Prasanna, Wakta,
Vikrushta, Slakshana, Sama, Sukumara, and Madhura. When “Venu’
(Flute), “Veena’ (stringed instrument) and Vocal are rendered together
then that combination is known as Rakta or ‘Ranjana’. Swara and
Shruti (for eg. Kshobini Shruti in Shadaja, Tivra in Komala Rishabha,
Dayavanti in Komala Gandharva, Prasarini in Tivra Madhyama,
Alapini in Shuddha Dhaivataini in Komal Nishad) as also ‘Chhanda’
(Prosody) along with clear pronounciation are called ‘Purna’;
Alankrita denotes the Swara from the throat down to the place of
heart and taking the sound up to the head; Prasanna emerges from
kantha in ‘gadgada’ sound; VWakta or clearly pronounced by the
‘Pada’(letter), Padartha (material), vachana (eka or bahu / single or
many) etc. When the sound is clear in high pitch and understood by
the letters of Alphabet is Vikrushta; Slakshan is that Shriti which is
devoid of either Dhruta or quick and Vilambita or elongated; Sama
is that Shriti which normal by aspects without ups and downs;
Sukumara Shruti is of soft nature and Madhura is sweet and
sonorous. Inregard to the Swaras of Padas (letters) there are eight
varieties viz. Antodaatta ( like Agnih in ‘Agnirvritraani’), Adyudaatta
(like Somah in Somah pavatey), Udaatta and Anudaatta respectively
are like Pra and vah in the word ‘Pra voyahvam’; Neecha Swarit is
the word Veeryam in the expression ‘Balam nyubjam veeryam’;
Madhyadaatta like Havisha in the word *Havishaa vidhema’; Swarita
like Swaha in the expression ‘Bhurbhuvah swaha’ and finally
Dirudaatta as “V’kara and ‘spa’ in “Vanaspatih’.

‘Adi Swaras’ are three in number viz. Udatta (high tone), Anudatta
(low tone) and Swarita (medium). The Swarita is known as ‘Swaar’
and there are seven Swaars viz. Jaatya, Kshepra, Abhinihit, Taira
\WWanjana, Tiroviraama, Prashlishta and Paadavritta. [ The wide range
of Musical forms includes simple “Sarali’ (Easy to the beginners)
with single or double digit variety like ‘S-R-G-M-P-D-N or SS-RR-
GG-MM-PP-DD-NN; “Taara Sthayi’ (elevated pitch); ‘Alankaram’or
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musical ornamentation; ‘Geeta’ or simple musical forms;
‘Swarajati’with complexes like Pallavi, Anupallavi and Charanam;
Kritis or fulfledged singing; Varnam; Kirtana or lyrics; Kriti (higher
form of singing); Ragamalika (garland of Raagas), Jaavali, Tillana
and so on. [Select Raagas according to timings of day/ night: Before
Sunrise- Bhoopaala, Bauli, Malayamaaruta; Early morning: Bilhari,
Kedaram, Dhanyasi; before noon: Asavari, Saveri, Deva Manohari;
Mid-day and later: Sri Ragam, Madhyamavati; before Evening:
Mukhara, Begada; Evening: Vasanta, Purva Kalyani; Night:
Neelambari, Kedaragoula; any time: Bhairavi, Kambhoji,
Shankarabharanam or Kalyani.]

Kalpa Granth: The second Vedanga relates to Kalpa Granth as
described by Sanandana to Narada. Kalpa comprises Nakshaktra
Kalpa, Veda Kalpa, Samhitaa Kalpa, Aangirasa Kalpa and Shanti
Kalpa. In the Nakshatra Kalpa, there was a description of the Head
of Stars, viz. Chandra as also of the notable Nakshatras. In Veda
Kalpa, the methodology of achieving the ‘Purusharthas’ (Human
Objectives) related to Dharma, Artha, Kama and Moksha was
detailed. In Samhita Kalpa there was guidance to ‘Tatwa Darshi’to
Munis regarding the “‘Mantras’ about the Rishis, Chhandas and
Devatas. In the Angirasa Kalpa, Lord Brahma himself was stated to
have given the *Abhichara Vidhi Vidhana’ or of the procedures of
magical / charms / benevolent or manevolent Karmas like Vashya,
Mohana, Ucchhaatana and Unmaada. In the Shanti Kalpa, Mantras
and Procedures to ward off dangers or to usher in Good Tidings
from Celestial, Terrestrial or Extra-Terrestrial Sources are detailed.

Apart from the Five Kalpas mentioned above, the most significant
Kalpa relates to Griha Kalpa which describes the details of the
preparation of ‘Homa Vedika’; usage of Kusha grass in the fingers
of the Karta performing the Homa; the role of housewives to bring
Agni to install in the Homa Kunda; the features of Agni Deva with
two faces, six eyes, seven tongues, ‘Pingala Varna’, three hands on
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his left side and four on the right, three mekhalas or waistbands and
three feet; dhyana to Agni; performance of homa of milk, curd, honey,
ghee or ghee-cooked items like Anna with Til; the mudras to be used
viz. Mrigi, Hamsi and Suukari ( Suukari Mudra in Abhicharika
Karmas only); and the application of appropriate Mudras and the
finger prescription for targetted purposes. Thereafter, the ‘Karta’ or
the principal performer of the Homa ought to invoke Ganapati and
do the Puja to ensure that there would be no obstacles faced by the
Karta. [By the pre-arranged water vessels, ‘Mangala Snaana’is
performed to ‘Karta’or the Person performing the Puja reciting the
Mantra: Sahasraaksham shata dharamrishibhih paavanam krutam,
teyna twaamabhishnchaami paavamaanyah punantu tey (May the
sacred waters which have thousands of eyes representing as many
Shaktis having innumerable flows sanctified by Maharshis purify
you along with powerful hymns being rendered!)

There after, ‘Abhishekas’of Varuna, Surya, Brihaspati, Indra, Vayu,
and Saptarshigana would follow with the Mantra: Bhagam tey
Varuney Rajaa Bhagam Suryo Brihaspatih, Bhagamindrascha
Vaayuscha bhama Saptarshiyo daduh/ (Raja Varuna, Surya,
Brihaspati, Indra and Vayu as also Saptarshis, please provide ‘Kalyan’
(auspiciousness). Then there should be Jala Shanti with the Mantra:
Yattey keseshui dourbhagyam seemantey yacchha Murdhani,
Lalaatey Karnayo rakshanopaadastad ghnantu sarvadaa/
(Whatever ‘dourbhagya’ or inauspiciousness is present in your hairs,
hair parting, head, forehead, ears and eyes be obliterated for ever
with this Jala Shanti or peaceful showers). After the Puja of
Ganaadhyaksha, Devi Parvati’s worship be taken up by prostrating
before Ganapati and Parvati, first reciting Tat purushaaya Vidmahey
Vakra tundaaya dhimahey, Tanno Danti prachodayaat; then to Devi
Gauri saying: Sowbhaagyayai Vidmahey, Kamala Maalinyai
dheemahey, tanno Gauri prachodayaat. Worship of Devi Parvati with
Paadya, Pushpa, Dhupa, Dipa, Naivedya and Mantra Pushpa reciting
the hymn: Rupam Dehi Yasho Dehi Bhagam Bhagavati Devi mey,
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Putraan dehi dhanam dehi Sarv kaamaanscha dehi mey/ (Bhavati!
Kindly bestow on me good appearance, fame, auspiciousness, good
progeny, wealth and fulfillment of all my desires!).

This Puja would be followed by the worship of ‘Nava Grahas’ by
arranging idols of Surya with copper, Chandra with silver or sphatika
or crystal, Mangala with Rakta varna Chandana or red sandalwood,
Budha and Guru with gold, Shukra with silver again, Shani Deva
with loha /iron and Rahu and Ketu with glass as also with appropriate
Vastras or coloured clothing, Mantras and Puja material especially
the flowers suitable to Nava Grahas. Venerable worship of Matrikas
viz. Gauri, Padma, Shachi, Medha, Savitri, Vijaya, Jaya, Devasena,
Swadhaa, Swaahaa, Vaidhruti, Dhruti, Pushti, Hrishti, and Tushti
would follow. The Griha Kalpa Vidhana then describes the worship
of Pitrus viz. Vasu Rupas, Rudra Rupas, and Aditya Rupas, especially
on Amavasyas, Ashtakas, Vriddhi Karyas like the occasions of
weddings, Krishna Pakshas, the days beginning the Uttarayana and
Dakshinayana, Surya Sankranti, Watipata Yoga, Gajachhaaya,
Chandra Grahana (Lunar Elipse), Surya Grahana (Solar Eclipse) and
of course on the Tithis of the Karta’s dead parents. After reciting
Pitrubhyah Staanamasi or keeping Pitras in their respective places,
then the task of Agnou Karana, meaning thereby perform ‘Aahuti’
or oblation of Cooked Rice with ghee saying: Agnaey
kavyavaahanaya swaaha namah, Somaaya Pitru mataye swaha etc.
The rest of Naivedya is served to Brahmanas, Karta and family. Such
is the “Kalpa Vidhana’ in brief and its execution with sincerity and
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Vedic Seminar Series

= A Report

India being a Nation with rich heritage of Knowledge, culture and
spiritual traditions conducive to the graceful evolution of humanity
on Planet Earth, has the potential and strength to meet the
challenges and put back the wheels of evolutions on the right track
in the right direction. This of course will only be possible with right
people with right attitude. It is appropriate to remember at this
juncture Sri Aurobindo, who wrote in clear un-ambiguous terms
that India needs to prepare to lead the world as “The Guru of the
Nations”. There are many prominent scientists and social workers
in addition to Spiritual Gurus; all of them firmly believe in this great
role for India in all walks of Life.
For ‘United Social Cultural and Educational Foundation of India’
(USCEFI) and ‘Vedavyasa Bharati Trust’ (VBT), the inspiring and
guiding force is its Founder Dr. E. Vedavyasa; who is also the Spiritual
Guru of his own kind in eminence and Knowledge. The Series of
Vedic Seminars being conducted are part of our humble and sincere
efforts to translate His vision of restoring the forgotten values and
treasures of our ancient Vedic Knowledge and culture for the
betterment of Humanity.
The themes for Vedic Seminars held so far:

1. Seminar on Vedas, Brahma Sutras, Gurukul

System of Education — July 2008

86



Smt. Rani Samyukta Vyas (Ammagaru) inaugurated the
Vedic seminar and read out her message. She explained
as to how dear these topics and Vedic subjects were to
Sri Guruji, DrVedavyas and his father Dr.Ananthacharya.
She encouraged the USCEFI members to continue to
work with selfless dedication.

Sri MVS Prasad, USCEFI President, delivered the keynote
address, describing the Gurukul concepts of Vedic
Education as imparted to him by Sri Guruji, Dr.Vedavyas.
He mentioned that Guruji Dr. Vedavyas was a staunch
supporter of Gurukul system of education and said that
Guruji believed in spiritualizing Education. He said Guruji
exhorted that “The Temples should be Schools of Spiritual
Training and Universities of Vedic Knowledge as in the
days of the Vedas, instead of making religion commercial
by charging money to feed politicians and mercenaries”.
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Other presenters included Sri Ramakrishna Udupa,
Dr.Pavan Kumar (Sadguru Arogya Research Foundation
Trust, Bangalore), Dr. KSMS Raghava Rao (Head, Dept.of
Food Engineering, CFTRI,Mysore) and Dr. Hampaiah
(Chairman, Bio-Diversity Board, AP) was represented by
Sri Hanumanth Rao. They presented papers titled
“Ashlesha Bali, Kala Tatwa Homas”, “From Veda to Ayur-
Veda, the Veda of Life”, “Food and Nutrition in Vedas”
and “Vedic Ecology” respectively. The Vedic Seminar also
witnessed presentation from curious younger generation
represented by 10 years old, Kumari B. Sriranganayaki, a
former Gurukul Student now staying in United States of
America. She presented on the topic of “Bramha Sutras
of Vedavyasa Maharshi”.

. International Seminar on Organic Farming, Traditional

Medicinal Plants and Healthy foods — Nov 2008

This seminar was held at Tirupati and a Seminar
publication with valuable articles was published. More
than 25 scientists participated including several
practicing doctors from Medical Profession. International
scientists of repute addressed burning issues of food
security for India and new technologies for enhancement
of food production.

Details of Organic farming in Taiwan and some new
technologies of Agriculture in Israel have been presented
by two distinguished scholars. Healthy foods have been
stressed and dangers of consuming of junk foods, foods
containing toxic elements and materials, foods of
addictive nature have been highlighted. This helps the
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3.

consumers of food about the dangers and the need for
alertness in making right choices during the hour of need.

Importance of Organic Farming and Natural farming has
been covered. Medicinal plants significance was also
covered in a dedicated session. The venue of the Seminar
was Convention Hall of BLISS hotel in Tirupati.
Prominent speakers included Dr. Paramkusa Rao, author
of several text books on Medicinal plants which are used
by students as well as teachers in colleges and Universities
all over India, Dr. V. Balasubramanyan, International
Agricultural Consultant and Trainer, Scholar of FAQO, Dr.
Bhaskar and Dr. Mrs Renuka Dixit of Tirupati, Dr.
Vivekananda Varma famous surgeon and Dy. Supdt. of
KIMS in A.P.

National Seminar on NIRUKTA - July 2009

A National seminar on NIRUKTA, one of the six
Vedangas, was held during the Vyasa Poornima
Celebrations in Bangalore in Yoga Hall of Vedavyasa
Bharati Complex (20" Main, BTM Layout, Bangalore).
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Papers were presented on several issues relating to the
study of Nirukta by various reputed scholars. The seminar
has been well attended with delegates of USCEFI,
members of Vedavyasa Bharati and Academicians and
Vedic Scholars of various institutions including Shanti
Dhama, a dedicated Institution of Vedic learning on the
banks of river Cauvery in Karnataka.

The papers presented consisted of:

An overview of Nirukta, the three parts that deals
with, Yaska Maharshi’s detailed contributions, the
summary of individual sections, the Vedic relevance,
the relevance to the present day world, guidance to
the future students for the study on Nirukta, the vast
Literature and enormous contributions of many
commentators in the past on Nirukta and many other
connected themes

The Educational scope for including Nirukta in
Academic subjects as a Vedanaga, its usefulness, its
direct applications in day to day living

The research scope of Studying Nirukta, the
derivations and contextual applications of words,
letters, swara and such varied factors for enriching to
the sacred literature and literature of ancient Indian
culture and brining it within the gambit of
understanding for the inquisitive students and spiritual
aspirants or sadhakas

Some examples of words as explained in Nirukta from
different sections of Yaska Maharshi’s work

Survey of available literature and publications on
Nirukta
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4.

Vedic Chandas —July 2010

Vedanga Chandas has a distinct identity as different from
laukika (worldly or tempural) chandas. Vedic Chandasis
unique. Chandas shastra has advantages as given by
Pingala Maharishi. Knowledge of it is necessary for use
in anganyasa and karanyasa and other rituals.

Even for Mantra anustana, chandas helps. The various
forms of the meters such as Gayathri, Daivee Gayathri,
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Anustoop, Pankti, Jagathi, Nrucit Gayathri etc are some
popular forms. Any mantra will have the preceding Deity,
the specific Chandas and Rishi useful for anustana or
Siddhi.

Medical Astrology (Jyothisha) —Jan 2011

This has been a novel attempt in the Vedic Seminar
Series. Vedanga Jyothisha is an ocean of knowledge and
only one of the aspects of Astrology is selected as the
theme, which is the most emerging science that is
enticing and attracting many medical practitioners and
professionals. In the seminar about 20 topics of relevance
to the contemporary health care as applicable anywhere
on the planet have been detailed and papers were
presented. From the response of the Seminar and
requests for e-books of the Seminar publication, it is
evident that Medical Astrology is one of emerging
themes for research.
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Even though the parts of the body, its identification with
planets and their position’s and rasi’s are known for very
long time (nearly several thousand years from the days
of Parasara Maharshi or even earlier), the emerging new
incidence of diseases and chronic nature of some of them
including terminal attributes, Medical astrology has
become important for the present times where its
applicability should be all encompassing both for
diseases and for all parts of the globe.

New revelations about diseases like diabetes which is
curse, it’s time of setting into the body and the time of
expression or manifestation externally through
symptoms is distinctly identified. This revelation of the
study has been appreciated by many Medical
practitioners.
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6.

Vedanga Vyakarana — July 2011

About a dozen papers were presented in the seminar
covering many aspects of the Vedanga Vyakarana. The
formation of the words, the letters, the speech and the
formation of sentences are described. Panini
Vyakaranam and its support as a base have been
highlighted. In a special paper, Upasarga’s when used
how they contribute to the enhancements of the words
and the meanings have been demonstrated. The
justification that Vyakarana is a Vedanga has been
presented in a paper. In another paper, Sphota Siddhanta
of Vyakarana has been explained in detail. The benefits
of learning Vyakarana are enumerated by a scholar from
Kaladi. In the English sections, Vedanga Vyakarana as
Vedic Grammar and also in a separate paper, uniqueness
of Vedanga Vyakarana as a research theme has been
clearly spelt out. Ghanaka Astadyayi has been an attempt
for computerizing Astadyayi.

Seminar on Shiksha and Kalpam — 30*" June - 3,

July 2012

This Seminar, which in this series enables to complete
the coverage of the last two Vedangas, has been
programmed for 30" June 2012 as part of Vyasa
Poornima celebrations in Vedavyasa Bharati complex in
Bangalore.

Several topics of common interest such as Kalpa Sutras,
their applications, Agamas, differences, Shiksha and the
Praatisaakhyas, Vaikhanasa kalpa sutras in particular and
Pancharatra Agama outlines are covered. Astha vikritis,
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are also identified and pertaining slokas are quoted for
immediate reference. The Vast range of Agamas and
Kalpa Sutras and Kalpas are surveyed.

What Next?

It is observed from the feedback that even though the Vedangas
are very deep and useful, it is possible to bring adequate awareness
among the educated about them. Their scope, the need for study,
the availability of literature about the Vedangas, is brought out
effectively to the participants through the series of Vedic Seminars.
So keeping this in view, USCEFI and VBT and the new institution
‘International Institute of Vedic Sciences’ (1IVS) at Rishi Vatika, which
is still in infancy — we can work out and prepare a road map in
meeting the objectives through some more seminars, workshops,
summer classes, short term courses etc. Any suggestions,
discussions, from Scholars and the learned — USCEFI and VBT
welcome them warmly and attentively.

- M. Venkata Raghavan
Director, IIVS,
Rishivatika
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